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Silent Spring
Summary
Silent Spring is an environmental book written by Rachel Carson. The book documents Rachel's research on environmental effects of pesticides especially their impact on birds. Her great concern was the pesticides that are sprayed using aerial method over a large area. In her book, Rachel plays particular attention to dichloro-diphenyl-trichloro-ethane (DDT) pesticide. She accuses chemical industries o deceiving people on the safety of the chemical they produced. She also blames the Government for not questioning on the safety of pesticides. She explores the theme of nature balance, the proper relationship between man and the environment, that determines the ecological development.  The book is arranged in chapters in which she gives a different argument on each.
To lay her thesis for the book, Rachel uses a Fiction Story. A town people lived in harmony with their environment. She describes the beauty of the town until one day a strange illness swiped the community. The people got sick, animals and birds. There was death every place of the town. Doctors were puzzled of the unknown disease that had allover a sudden taken their community. Plant died and changed. The beauty was no longer there. This town was filled with silence, and the only different thing was the white powder that was poured on it. Rachel says that this might have happened in many American cities silencing the voices of their streams.  According to her thesis, her book aimed at explaining what had silenced the many streams (Carson R. 2002, pg.11)
	Silent Spring also describes how human attempts to control the environment had resulted in massive destruction.  The efforts of humans to control the environment have led to the emergence of species that have adversely affected the animals. “This has happened because insects, in a triumphant vindication of Darwin’s principle of the survival of the fittest, have evolved super races immune to the particular insecticide used, hence a deadlier one has always to be developed—and then a deadlier one than that.” (Carson R. 2002, pg.13)  Rachel accuses chemical control agencies of constant denial of harmful effects of the chemicals produced by chemical industries when compared to the primary effect even the death of pests themselves. She strengthens her claim by giving evidence of the occurrences of the time which were documented after research. Among her evidence is the Detroit which was sprayed with Aldrin pesticide used with the aim of wiping out a certain population of beetles. Although people were told that chemical was harmless, the amount of it that dissolved in rivers led to the death of many birds after drinking the water.  He also gives a story in Michigan University where an attempt to control a fungal disease using pesticide led to mass destruction of robin population after eating earthworms that had eaten the bark of a tree that was sprayed(Carson R. 2002, pg.63-64).  Rachel also gave the effects of pesticides on aquatic life. She gave an example of DDT spray in 1954 in the Balsam forest. The chemical reached the streams and many fish and was found along the river dead after two days.  After a short period no fish was seen in the waters "Amid such a picture of death and destruction, the young salmon themselves could hardly have been expected to escape, and they did not. By August not one of the young salmon that had emerged from the gravel beds that spring remained.” (Carson R. 2002, pg. 74)
 	Rachel also explores the known and the possible side effects of pesticides on human health.   “each of these recurrent exposures, no matter how slight contributes to a progressive build-up of chemicals in our bodies and so to cumulative poisoning" (Carson R. 2002, pg. 94). Although less research had been done on the effects of pesticides on the human being, the food chain can be used to explain the amount of chemicals that people can consume. She gives details of how chemicals could get reach of the human body and the effects they might cause. She also claimed that several mysterious diseases rose during the time of spraying. She links pesticides with mental illnesses and possible liver disorders (Carson R. 2002, pg. 94).  Mutation is also a potential effect of pesticide (Carson R. 2002, pg. 112).
 In her concluding chapters, she explains why human depended on pesticides is fruitless. She tells that insects were naturally controlled by other insects which have been destroyed by pesticides too. Also, insects are becoming resistant to the chemicals used. She finally proposes other safer methods of controlling insects such as male sterilization (Carson R. 2002, pg.145)
The Relevance of the Book to the World Today
	Though the book is 57 years old, it remains very relevant. There is a lot of issues being observed today that is contained in her book. In her introductory chapter, the story in her introduction fits well in our society today. There are so many diseases and doctor’s remain amazed and can’t explain the source of many of them. There is a big possibility that some of these diseases are caused by chemicals that people are exposed to on a daily bases. Not only are the effects observed on human but also other organisms. Some respiratory diseases are reported in individuals who regularly in use chemicals regularly. Pesticide and other chemicals used in farms and industries have led to massive destruction of marine life.  Some types of fish have become extinct.  Vegetation has also changed with time.  The changes might not be attributed to pesticide use b pesticide application, but most can be attributed to chemicals released from industries for different uses.      
 Also, most chemical industries are not true in explaining the possible adverse effects on animals and human. Most advertisement and promotions on such chemicals are displayed in designs that are pleasing to attract people. Not much attention is paid on chemical industries to regulate chemicals produced. Also, the methods of advertisement used by many of these industries are not, and no particular attention is paid to ensure that people are aware of the possible dangers in the use of these chemicals.
Relevance to the Chemical Industry
	Silent Spring contains a lot of critics on chemical industries for not being honest with people of the harmful effects of pesticides and other chemicals that they produce. Therefore, the book is of great relevance to chemical industries.  The book is an excellent guide to the industry on the need to inform people of the harm that comes with continuous use of pesticides and other chemicals. The book also serves the industry with the task of making sure that the effects of the chemicals are put in control. Silent Spring also leads to strict regulation on the chemicals produced and use. Regulation has placed regulation on the nature of chemicals the industry generates.
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